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From the President
Welcome to this edition of the NZCA 
newsletter. The national executive has been 
working through some important issues that 
we hope to highlight in the next newsletter. 
These include a more robust application 
for research money, and we encourage 
any members who have small projects 
to apply for this, and a con�ict of inter-
est position for the association. We hope 
to put both of these in the next newsletter. 
Our major scienti�c meeting is planned for 
late September 2008 in Hamilton so you 
should all pencil this in to your diaries now. 
It is always a valuable exercise. Also can 
I please encourage all of you to consider 
writing material for the Australian and 
New Zealand Continence Journal. I have 
replaced Ted Arnold on the editorial board 
of the journal and can absolutely assure 

you we are interested in anything to do with 
continence. The editorial board is commit-
ted to helping authors get material up to 
publication standard. If you are uncertain 
about whether something you are working 
on, and this could include literature reviews 
for Masters projects, audits, or any other 
scienti�c work, is suitable feel free to con-
tact me with your draft in the �rst instance 
so we can work on it. The journal is indexed 
in the database �CINAHL� and so you work 
can be found if you do chose to send it on 
to us.

Best wishes

Mark Weatherall

Events
Continence Foundation of 
Australia Conference

Oct. 31 - Nov. 3 2007

Surfers Paradise, 
Marriott Hotel, Gold Coast

For more information email  
shan@eventsolutions.com.au

NZCA Conference 

12-14 September 2008 
Hamilton

Investigating Incontinence -  
Humanity and Technology

Webcasts
Through TTMed Urology,  
www.ttmed.com/urology, you will be able 
to �nd major conference webcasts such as 
the ICS 2007, the EAU 2007, the AUA 2007, 
SIU 2007 and much more.

More than 20 hours of plenary session 
presentations will be broadcast via the In-
ternet to a worldwide audience without any 
charge starting Tuesday, September 4.  
Webcasts offer the possibility of hearing 
the original lectures with their synchronized 
slide presentations. Twenty-four hours after 
the actual session�s end. 
TTMed-Team 

Research Fund  
Applications
Closing date for 2007 research fund applica-
tions � Friday 9 November 2007

Decision on funding applications  
� Friday 7 December 2007

Please see research fund documents included 
in this newsletter for further information.

We are keen to see nurses and physios con-
ducting research. This can be a full study or a 
pilot study. Many have not done research be-
fore and may not feel con�dent submitting an 
application. To address this we plan to hold a 
workshop at next year�s conference in Hamil-
ton on conducting research and research ap-
plications.  Several members of the executive 
with experience in this area have also offered 
to mentor anyone through the process. If you 
would like to take advantage of this offer for a 
2007 application please email Jan.

Email applications to  
jan@continence.org.nz

Awareness Week Report  
– Bay of Plenty
Continence awareness week is with us 
again and the Theme this year is Life With-
out Limits: Men�s Issues� Is your plumbing 
in order?

To promote this our service we put up post-
ers around the Hospital and a daily bulletin 
board giving Bladder and Bowel statistics, 
facts, �gures and some tips about bowel 
and bladder problems was shared over 
the DHB Intranet. This went to everyone 
employed within the DHB (around 2,800 
employees) and we had some really good 
responses and one negative. We have also 
received some referrals and emails from 
people asking advice, but surprisingly the 
negative feedback came from a Doctor. 

We also dressed up in our Super Mimi Lady 
�nery and raised awareness in the Ware-
house and New World car parks � handing 
out balloons and pamphlets on good blad-
der and bowel habits and urinary symptoms 
in men. We also talked to people urging 
them to check their waterworks and about 
the importance of prostate checks.

New Zealand Urological Nurses 
Society
NZUNS was launched in 2001, a progression from the NZ Urol-
ogy Special Interest Group. Currently we have a membership of 
117 nurses from throughout New Zealand.

Membership is open to all nurses with an interest in Urology. 

NZUNS offers nurses a quarterly newsletter, �Urology Update� 
with current news, reports, and information about educational 
study days and conferences. It provides the opportunity for 
members to share articles of interest, quality initiatives, case 
studies etc.

Our NZ group is af�liated to the Australian and New Zealand 
Urological Nurses Society Inc (ANZUNS).  The annual mem-
bership fee of $30 entitles the member to both NZUNS and 
ANZUNS newsletters and reduction in registration fees at as-
sociated conferences.

The objectives are to:

1.	 Provide a communication network between Australian  
	 states and NZ

2.	 Maintain af�liation with international urological nurses  
	 organisations

3.	 Support and provide educational opportunities

4.	 Promote nursing research

5.	 Facilitate access to relevant resource material

6.	 Promote the role of the urology nurse in diverse areas of 
health care

7.	 Identify and promote standards of urological nursing  
	 practice

Study days are regularly held in various regions.

A national two-day NZUNS conference is held annually; this 
year�s will be held in Nelson, 17th October � 19th October. 
Within the conference is the opportunity for nurses to present a 
paper for the OBEX Travel Award, which enables the recipient to 
attend courses or conferences for further education.

These meetings are a great opportunity to update urological 
knowledge, hear how colleagues practice and re�ect on one�s 
own practice.

For further information or membership enquiries, please feel 
free to contact: jean.bothwell@waitematadhb.govt.nz




